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SUBJECT: NRW/FDP COMMITTED TO RENEW ALLIANCE WITH SPD 

1. IN A SPECIAL CONVENTION ON JANUARY 18, AN OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY OF THE 400 DELEGATES OF THE NORTHRHINE WESTPHALIAN 
(NRW) FDP VOTED FOR TH CONTINUATION OF THE ALLIANCE 

WITH THE SPD AFTER THE MAY 4, STATE ELECTIONS. 

2. THE ONLY CONDITIONS ACCORDING TO NRW/FDP LAND CHAIRMAN 
HORST LUDWIG RIEMER ARE THAT THE NEW SPD LANDTAG FACTION 
SUPPORT A POLICY COMPATIBLE WITH LIBERAL PRINCIPLES AND 
PROPOSES A MINISTER PRESIDENT WHO CREDIBLY REPRESENTS SUCH 
A POLICY. 
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3. FDP NATIONAL CHAIRMAN HANS DIETRICH GENSCHER CALLED 
THE COALITION COMMITMENT A NECESSITY AND RULED OUT ANY 
ESCAPE CLAUSES, AS SUGGESTED BY ONE DELEGATE. THE 
CDU/CSU ACCORDING TO GENSCHER, IS MISREPRESENTING THE 
ACTUAL POLITICAL SITUATION, WHILE ITS OWN 

DEEPLY DIVIDED LEADERSHIP CAN ONLY SAY THAT ITS CHANCELLOR CANDIDATE 
WILL BE 'CARSTEN-MAC-JOSEF-STOLTEN-KOHL'. 

4. THE STATE RESERVE LIST IS HEADED BY RIEMER, FOLLOWED 
BY FACTION CHAIRMAN HANS KOCH AND PARLIAMENTARY 
SECRETARY GENERAL WOLFGANG HEINZ. EORMER BUNDESTAG DEPUTY 
WOLFRAM DORN WAS PLACED IN POSITION AND AFTER ANNOUNCING TO 
THE CONVENTION THAT HE HAD WON ALL LAW SUITS RESULTING FROM 
HIS BUSINESS CONSULTING ACTIVITIES, BUT 130 DELEGATES VOTED 
AGAINST HIM. 

5. NRW CDU LEADER HEINRICH KOPPLER COMMENTED THAT THE FDP 
DECISION NOW OFEERS THE VOTERS A CLEAR CHOICE. 

6. RARELY HAS THE NRW/FDP BEEN AS UNITED AS ON THIS 
OCCASION AND KOEPPLER CAN TAKE SOME OF THE CREDIT FOR THIS 
DEVELOPMENT. AFTER REPEATED VEILED OEFERS TO THE FDP DURING THE PAST 
LEGISLATURE PERIOD, HE HAS NOW ADOPTED THE LINE THAT THE CDU 

IS ONLY INTERESTED IN AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY. THUS, RIEMER, WHO 
ONLY LOST FALL OPENLY DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITY OF A CDU/FDP 
ALLIANCE, HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO REAFFIRM HIS OWN LOYALTY TO THE 
COALITION AND TO RALLY HIS PARTY TO THE SAME CAUSE. THE FDP 
DECISION DOES NOT MEAN, HOWEVER, THAT THE SPD WILL HAVE A 
FREE HAND. THE NRW FDP KNOWS THAT IT MUST ESTABLISH A BELIEVABLE 
IDENTITY AND, THEREFORE, WILL SEEK TO DEMONSTRATE ITS 
INDEPENDENCE FROM THE SPD ON SUCH ISSUES AS CODETERMINATION, 
ECONOMIC AND FISCAL POLICY AND SCHOOL REFORM. HENNEMEYER 
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